OUR OBJECTIVE:

• Identify young talents from Benin with financial constraints, either excellent academic results
or a passion that is important to them to guide them in training that suits them and potential
leadership.
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• Mobilise funds to finance their studies or training and ancillary costs such as transportation and
living expenses.
• Put in place personalised support leading to their academic, personal and social success by giving
them the tools to develop, among other things, self-esteem and positive self-image.
• Identify mentors to accompany each of the students.
For the 2020 - 2021 school year, Hirondelle de l’Avenir aims to award fifteen (15) scholarships to young talent.
What is the Hirondelle Scholarship? Our ambition is to award each student
with a scholarship that will support the following elements:
• Registration fees; scholarship fees; a bag of necessary personal
items; transportation costs; school supplies and books; medical
coverage and living expenses.
In addition, they will each have a mentor whose main
role will be to support them during the school
year, particularly to motivate them in their
studies or training and coach them to
become leaders; both personally and
in their communities. Mentors
will be models of leadership
acting in different spheres
of Beninese society.
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Sophie Thouvenel, Co-founder of
Hirondelle de l’Avenir
Founder of Hirondelle de l’AvenirFrance
The “Hirondelle de l’Avenir” NGO is first and
foremost the story of an encounter between
Sophie Thouvenel, an environmental student
in Paris in the 2000s, and Romaric Tchokpon a
young Beninese at the origin of the project.
A common vision and passion led them to
create Hirondelle de l’Avenir Benin. Romaric
therefore became the President of the organization in Benin, and their friend Rodrigue
became the Secretary General. As for Sophie, she coordinated the actions in France.
For two years, nearly 25 French volunteers worked in the field, and various environmental,
health and social projects were launched. Everything ran perfectly, but the group felt
like doing more. They then decided to launch a larger social project by creating the
sponsorship of children in the villages.
That’s when Sophie decided to create Hirondelle de l’Avenir France.
Since 2008, the establishment of the French branch allows for fundraisings in France
as to finance the sponsorship of 500 children in Benin and developmental programs to
ensure a more autonomous future for the generations.
Hirondelle de l’Avenir’s mission is to meet the vital needs of these children (health,
nutrition, water and a healthy environment), to protect them from all forms of
exploitation and violence, and to provide them with quality education. This approach
extends to training access and professional integration by promoting the young talents of
tomorrow, especially those of young girls having the ability to invent a better world while
at the same time being key players in today’s society.
Hirondelle de l’Avenir wants to prepare each of its sponsored children for leadership in an
increasingly complex world.

Why invest in the women:
Your investment is changing the culture for
women. Education and employment are the
main means by which women can live in absolute freedom without concern.

How did the idea of the Scholarship of Hirondelle come
about?
In Summer 2019, Benin hosted the School of Vision’s first bootcamp in partnership with the Women
for Young Women association (Togo), contributing to the development and empowerment of 15 vulnerable girls, who, through this program received access to quality programs. School of Vision’s objective: which draws on a vision of life, collated with a notion of balance on all levels (personal, economic
and social), built around a dream, in accordance with their personality, their skills, interests, and values.
The goal is to create a profile of leading and visionary girls / young women who contribute to development in their home environment and on a larger scale in their community and nation. This program
naturally gives life to their dreams. Today, all these girls have been supported by the Hirondelle l’Avenir.
Most of them all share similar stories of abuse, abandonment and confrontation with parental loss at a
very young age.
For most of these girls, poverty is also a reality. Women tend to suffer from a lack of economic opportunities and lack of representation in decision-making positions at the highest level. (World Bank)
Despite these limitations, however, these women remain stubborn and committed to achieving their
goals. They all hope to create sustainable communities for other Benin women, to inspire others with
the opportunities, freedoms and self-esteem they have received through the School of Vision.
Hirondelle de l’Avenir does not wish to limit the opportunity for young men; which offers opportunities
for them as well.

It provides the means to create economically and environmentally
sustainable communities for the next generation of women in Benin.
Your investment personally touches the lives of many abused women.
They can work the way they want, where their value is determined by
their talents and abilities, not their bodies.

